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What is the International Baccalaureate?

The IB will be your passport to Higher education, recognised

by Universities here and around the world. It has been in

existence since 1968 and is now operating in 2000 schools in

more than 130 countries around the world, including nearly

200 schools and colleges in the UK. It is a two-year course

designed for 16-19 year olds with written exams taken at the

end of the course. Internally assessed work usually counts for

a minimum of 20% of the final award. The results are available

in early July.

The IB offers a unique and highly-rated qualification that

showcases your achievements across a range of subjects

matched against international standards that meet the

requirements for university. You will spend less time doing

exams and more time making progress in your studies. It

prepares you for university by encouraging independent

learning and gives you the skills you need for work.

Why study at Tollbar?

In the students’ own words…

“Although attached to a secondary school, don’t assume that

you receive secondary school teachers; a more relaxed but

challenging method of teaching is implemented resulting in a

perfect balance between having an enjoyable learning

experience as well as an invaluable one.

The teaching approach at Tollbar isn’t rigid; the staff are

flexible in methods as well as pace to ensure students draw

the most they possibly can out of the lesson.”

(Alex Hides)

“Starting somewhere new is always a bit of a worry, but when

I started Tollbar all my worries were completely unfounded. All

staff and students alike are friendly and welcoming and the

atmosphere in the 6th form ensures a friendly yet effective

learning environment.”

(Hannah Hulme)

And the Ofsted inspectors say

The Care, Support and Guidance students receive are

outstanding and impact strongly on their personal

developments and academic achievements. Students speak

in glowing terms of the help and support they are offered.

Students value both the curricular and enrichment

opportunities presented to them during the 6th Form.

(April 08)

Sixth Form Facilities

The 6th Form campus is completely independent from the

main college areas and offers superb facilities. It consists of

30 designated classrooms including:-

• four fully-equipped science labs with data-logging facilities

• ten rooms with full computer capability

• two Divace Language labs

• a large, purpose-built Art studio and photography suite
plus high-specification sewing machines

• access to a state-of-the-art gymnasium.

The study area contains a further 20 networked computers

specifically for your use which, along with the Social Areas, is

wifi enabled. The Social Areas also have a large, wall-

mounted plasma screen with CD player and two pool tables,

a football table, and vending machines for snacks and drinks.

Café Express, open from 8am till 3pm, provides snacks, main

meals and drinks in a pleasant, adult environment.

"The Cafe is a great place to chill-out with your friends; it is a

sociable place with comfy chairs and great staff who will look

after you."

(Polly Mooney)
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How will the IB work for me?

The IB curriculum contains six subject groups together with a

core made up of three separate elements. This is illustrated by

a hexagon.

You will study six subjects selected from the subject groups.

Normally three subjects are studied at Higher Level and three

at Standard Level- and scores out of 7 are given for each

subject. Three more points are available for ToK and the EE

and a total of 24 points is needed to achieve the Diploma.

However, individual subject certificates, which are recognised

by Universities, are awarded if the Diploma is not achieved in

full. (A 6 at Higher Level is roughly comparable to an A at A2)

The three core elements- Theory of Knowledge, an Extended

Essay and Creativity, Action and Service- are compulsory and

are central to the Philosophy of the IB. They are also what

make the course so special!

The subjects on offer in each group are:-

* You may choose Environmental Systems and Societies in

Group 3 or in Group 4 or in both. If you choose it in both, you

must also choose a second subject from one of the groups 2,

3, 4 or 6.

** Instead of a group 6 subject, you may choose a second

subject from one of the groups 2, 3 or 4.
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Group 1

English HL SL

Group 2

French HL SL Ab Initio

German HL SL Ab Initio

Italian HL SL Ab Initio

Spanish HL SL Ab Initio

Group 3

Business and Management

Economics

Environmental Systems and Societies* SL

Geography HL SL

History HL SL

IT in a Global Society HL SL

Philosophy HL SL

Psychology HL SL

Social and Cultural Anthropology HL SL

Group 4

Biology HL SL

Chemistry HL SL

Design Technology HL SL

Environmental Systems and Societies* SL

Physics HL SL

Group 5

Maths HL SL

Maths Studies SL

Group 6**

Music HL SL

Visual Arts HL SL



But I don’t like Maths

Whether you like it or not, maths is a part of everyday life. In

most work situations you will need to read and analyse data

and all of us have to handle our own finances. Maths Studies

is a Standard Level Course for non-mathematicians, while

those who enjoy Maths may choose Standard Level Maths.

Higher Level Maths is available for the real fan!

... or Languages

Familiarity with other languages and cultures is a great selling

point with employers and, in our increasingly global society,

we really should be able to communicate! Most of you will

continue with the language you have taken for GCSE, though

the Ab Initio courses allow you to start a new language from

scratch.

... or Humanities

If there is nothing from the large choice within Group 3 that

interests you, the need for good communication throughout

today’s society means that IT in a Global Society is a useful

option for everybody. Another useful subject choice within

group 3 is Environmental Systems and Societies, which may

count as Group 3 or Group 4 or both, allowing you a second

choice from any of the groups.

… or Science

Again, Environmental Systems is a flexible choice- it may be

regarded as the “science for non-scientists” combining as it

does elements of biology, geography, economics, politics and

ecology. It looks at environmental issues such as pollution and

resource management. It may be chosen in Group 3 or Group

4 and may count as both.

… or Art

Group 6 may be dropped completely, enabling you to choose

a second subject from another group but for those who enjoy

the creative arts, Visual Arts includes Fine Art, Photography,

Textiles and Ceramics.

What about PE?

Sports Science is being trialled within the IB, but until it

becomes generally available, we continue to offer A level PE

for those with a firm interest in this subject. It is delivered as

part of the CAS programme as it contains elements of

creativity and service through coaching and helping to run

sports events as well as the more obvious aspect of action.

And what else will I do?

Creativity, Action, Service

“I enjoy studying the IB because I believe it is helping to make

me a well rounded person and has taught me a lot about

myself. I particularly enjoy the CAS aspect which has given

me the chance to take part in a first aid course, learn how to

cook, teach maths to 11 year olds and renovate a derelict

area of college into an attractive garden!”

(Kate Smith)

What is CAS?

CAS is an integral part of the IB. We do not just see it as

something you have to do as an addition to your studies, but

something you should do to help you grow as an individual. It

is part of the wider package of how you learn and become an

international citizen. CAS opens up exciting new opportunities

for you to channel your energy and talents. It offers you a

chance to meet and work with other people and importantly

to bring benefits to others. CAS offers you the chance to

challenge yourself and learn new skills as well as tackling

ethical and global issues.

• Creativity

You can interpret this aspect of CAS as imaginatively as you

wish. For example, this might involve participation in dance, or

an activity connected to music; or it could involve you

planning an event. Here are some examples of activities our

current students have participated in:

- A six week cookery course – ‘Cooking on a Budget’.

- Various stage productions – as actors or musicians. One
student toured Germany in ‘Imagine.’

- Supporting the local parish council in designing a new
web-site.

- A national competition to design a new logo for the John
Harrison Foundation… one of the students won!

- Organising, advertising and running a staff and student
netball competition.

- Preparing and participating in a national Mock Trial
Competition, where students played the roles of barristers,
witnesses and jurors.

- Learning the skills of ‘nail art’.

- A ‘Learn to be a DJ’ course.
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• Action

This requires you to do something physical. For instance, you

might want to try a new sport or develop an aspect of a sport

you already enjoy. It could involve participating in a sponsored

walk, or aerobics classes. Some of our students have taken

part in:
- Local and national cycling competitions.

- Refereeing ice-hockey matches.

- Windsurfing.

- Dodgeball.

- Many team and individual sports such as football, cricket,
basketball, netball, and swimming.

- Horse-riding.

- Regular practice for disco dancing stage shows.

- Gym and exercise programmes.

• Service

This is perhaps the most important part of CAS. It involves

any activity that helps you develop as a person and crucially

where somebody else benefits from something you do. The

following activities, completed by some of our current

students, might give you some ideas:
- Helping members of the local community learn basic ICT

skills.

- Regularly visiting a local residential home and raising money
to improve the garden area.

- Re-designing an area of the College and transforming it into
a pleasant relaxing area for staff and students.

- Teaching a six week photography course to other sixth form
students.

- Organising a ‘Wear the Wrong Trousers Day’ for the Wallace
and Gromit charity.

- Supporting a Year 7 Geography Club.

- Supporting and teaching pupils in various local infant and
primary schools.

- Managing an Under-9 football team.

When can I do my CAS activities?

Every student has CAS time built into their timetable. You are

allocated a three hour slot on a Wednesday afternoon,

between 1.30pm and 4.30pm. During this time, there is a

programme of CAS activities, offered by different teachers

which you can take part in if you want to. You can also

arrange to do CAS activities outside College at this time. If

you participate in CAS activities at other times in the week

e.g. at weekends, you can use this time to catch up on

homework or to have a break. You also have a tutorial session

once a week with your CAS Advisor, which is often used for

CAS related issues, such as reflecting on your activities.

Theory of Knowledge

“Theory of Knowledge, a core segment of the IB that

strips your knowledge down to the bone and rearranges

your thinking.”

(Alex Hides)

What is Theory of Knowledge?

The ToK course encourages critical thinking about knowledge

itself, to try to help young people make sense of what they

encounter. Its core content asks: What counts as knowledge?

How does it grow? What are its limits? Who owns

knowledge? What is the value of knowledge? What are the

implications of having, or not having knowledge?

ToK will allow you to:
• Understand that every way of establishing knowledge has

its uses and its limitations. That there is no set infallible
method that works in every case or in every subject.

• Gain the ability to reason critically.

• Understand the Ways of Knowing which are reason,
emotion, language and sense perception.

• Understand that the Areas of Knowledge, The Arts, History,
Human Sciences, Natural Sciences, Mathematics and
Ethics are not entirely independent of each other.

• Understand the ways in which Ways of Knowing and Areas
of Knowledge are evident in your everyday life, not just in
your academic life, but everywhere, all around you and all
the time.

• Understand the ways in which personal views, beliefs and
judgements influence knowledge claims.

• Have the skills necessary to formulate and communicate
your ideas clearly both orally and in writing.
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“At the end of 9 or 10 nights he realised, with certain

bitterness, that he could expect nothing from those students

who accepted his teaching passively, but he could of those

who sometimes risked a reasonable contradiction.”

(Jorge Luis Borges)

ToK is taught over 2 lessons per week in Years 12 and 13.

The vast majority of ToK lessons are discussion and activity

based rather than large amounts of written material.

What will I study?

In Year 12 we study:

What is knowledge?

Ways of Knowing – Emotion, Reason, Language and Sense

Perception

Areas of Knowledge – History and Maths

In Year 13 we study:

Areas of Knowledge – Natural Sciences, Social Sciences, the

Arts and Ethics.

How will I be assessed?

ToK has no exam. It is assessed by an externally assessed

essay on a prescribed title (released by the IBO in September

– October of Year 12) and an internally assessed presentation.

The essay is marked out of 40 and should be 1,200 – 1,600

words while the presentation is marked out of 20 and should

be approximately 10 minutes long. During both years of the

course, time will be spent working on the essay and the

presentation.

The Extended Essay

This offers you the opportunity to investigate a topic of

special interest and to become acquainted with the kind of

independent research and writing skills expected at

university. You may choose to write on any subject area

offered in the diploma programme, but are advised to focus

on one of your HL subjects. It should be about 4,000 words

(about 10 sides of A4) and should take about 40 hours in

total- covering research, discussion with your supervisor and

actual writing time.

All extended essays are marked externally on a scale of A

(excellent) to E (elementary) and are assessed according to

various criteria, some relating to general aspects of the essay,

such as presentation and having a suitable introduction and

conclusion, while others relate to subject-specific areas, such

as correct use of subject terminology and appropriate

analytical and evaluative skills.

What do Universities think about the IB?

“I have enjoyed the variety of subjects that the IB has been

able to offer, whereas I would have been limited with A levels,

and through recent visits to Universities, I have discovered

that the IB is often valued higher than A levels and other

qualifications, because of its diversity and universal syllabus.”

(Ellie Stanhope)
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"The University of Hull
has for a number of years
recognised the International
Baccalaureate Diploma for
general entry purposes. We
value diverse qualifications
and publish indicative IB
Diploma offer levels for most
of our undergraduate
programmes. We are
delighted to welcome
students who meet our entry
criteria."

Andrew Lee, Director of
Student Recruitment
The University of Hull

"Lincoln University accepts
the International
Baccalaureate Diploma for
most undergraduate
programmes and ask that
students achieve at least 24
points. Students are advised
to check individual course
requirements before making
an application. Please note
that the University does not
accept just the certificate
stage of this award."

Caroline Connell
Principal Officer
- Admissions
University of Lincoln

“As stated in our
undergraduate prospectus,
we certainly do consider
applicants offering the
International Baccalaureate for
entry. Typical offers for IB
applicants are also published
in our prospectus by
subject area.

Alan Carlile
Admissions Officer
Admissions &
Schools Liaison
The University of York

“The University of Oxford
certainly welcomes
applications from International
Baccalaureate candidates.
Most conditional offers would
be for between 38 and 40,
including core points, with 6s
or 7s in the
higher subjects.”

Helen Charlesworth
Undergraduate Admissions
Office
Oxford University

University endorsements for the International Baccalaureate Diploma



Course Notes Group 1

English

What levels are on offer?

You can study Language A1 (English) at Higher Level or at

Standard Level.

How do I decide which to choose?

• Higher Level Language A1 (English) is aimed at students
who really enjoy the subject and those who are possibly
interested in studying it at University.

• Standard Level is aimed at students who need to express
themselves well orally and in writing. These are key
communication skills required in all areas of life.

What will I need?

For Higher Level you will need at least a ‘B’ grade at GCSE
English and English Literature.

What will I study?

The Standard Level Course includes the study of certain texts
in the following categories –

• World Literature – the study of three texts, for example,
texts like ‘Metamorphosis’ and ‘One Day in the Life of Ivan
Denisovich’ Detailed study – the study of two texts (a play
and poetry) for example, Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’ and
studying the poetry of Wilfred Owen.

• Groups of Works – studying one World Literature text and
two plays, for example, ‘Death of a Salesman’ and
‘Pygmalion’.

• Free Choice – the study of three texts, for example, ‘The
Reader’ or ‘I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings’.

The Higher Level Course includes most of the Standard Level
texts but additional texts will need to be studied –

• World Literature – the study of three texts, for example,
texts like ‘Perfume’ and ‘The Lost Honour of Katharina
Blum’.

• Detailed study – the study of four texts (two plays, a prose
text and poetry) for example, Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’ and
‘Antony and Cleopatra’, Jane Austen’s ‘Pride and Prejudice’
and studying the poetry of Wilfred Owen.

• Groups of Works – studying one World Literature text and
three plays, for example, ‘Talking Heads 2’ and ‘Death of a
Salesman’.

• Free Choice – the study of four texts, for example, ‘The
Reader’, ‘Wide Sargasso Sea’ or ‘I Know Why the Caged
Bird Sings’.

How will I be assessed?

In Standard and Higher Level there are different aspects to the
assessment.

• For the Internal Assessment at Standard Level, you will
have to produce an Oral Presentation on one of the three
‘School’s Free Choice’ texts, a coursework assignment
comparing two ‘World Literature’ texts and an Oral
Commentary on one of the two ‘Detailed Study’ texts.
These assessments are worth 50% of the total marks.

• For the Internal Assessment at Higher Level, you will have
to produce an Oral Presentation on one of the four ‘Free
Choice’ texts, a coursework assignment comparing two
‘World Literature’ texts, a coursework assignment on a
remaining ‘World Literature text and an Oral Commentary
on one of the four ‘Detailed Study’ texts. These
assessments are worth 50% of the total marks.

There is an end of course exam taken in May of the second

year consisting of two papers.
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Course Notes Group 2

Modern Foreign Languages

What levels are on offer?

Students are able to take a new language (Ab Initio) at

Standard Level or can carry on with a language studied at

GCSE (Language B) at Standard Level or Higher Level. The

languages offered will be French, German, Italian (Ab Initio

only) and Spanish. We envisage that most students will

continue with the language they studied at GCSE by opting

for Language B.

How do I decide which to choose?

• Ab Initio- this is aimed at students who have not studied
that particular language before or who have learnt very little
of it. It is suitable for dedicated language learners because
the syllabus requires that a lot of material is covered at a
very fast pace.

• Language B- Standard Level- this is aimed at students who
studied this language at GCSE but who do not intend to
study it beyond the IB.

• Language B- Higher Level- this is aimed at students who
intend to study the language at university and possibly use
the language in a future career.

What will I need?

• For Ab Initio no previous knowledge of the language is
required. You cannot study a language at Ab Initio if you
studied it at GCSE. You will need to be a very dedicated
language learner.

• For Language B Standard Level you will be required to have
taken a GCSE in the language you wish to study.

• For Language B Higher Level you are required to have sat
higher papers at GCSE in the language you wish to study.

What will I study?

Ab Initio includes:

• The individual

• Work and education

• City and its services

• Food and drink

• Travel and leisure

• The environment

• Health and emergency situations

Language B Standard and Higher Levels:

You study the same topics but higher level students study
them in greater detail.

• Family and personal relationships

• Introduction to France/ Germany/ Spain and French/
German/Spanish culture

• Media, Environment, Science and technology, Health,
fitness and health problems, Education, World of work,
Crime and related issues, Transport, Leisure, Global issues
and globalization, Immigration, racism and integration,
France/Germany/ Spain and the EU, Politics and political
institutions, and French literature.

How will I be assessed?

There are two written exams at the end of the course worth

70% of the total mark. The remaining 30% is from an

Individual Oral and an Interactive Oral Activity. These are

internally assessed and externally moderated.
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Course Notes Group 3

Business and Management

What levels are on offer?

You can take Business and Management at Higher Level or at

Standard Level.

How do I decide which to choose?

Business focuses on how a business organisation can

manage its resources in order to meet its objectives, which

are usually profit-maximising.

• Higher Level Business and Management is aimed at
students who enjoy any Business-related issues and those
who are interested in studying the subject at an advanced
stage. It incorporates aspects of marketing, finance and
management of people (HRM) which have been very
popular degree course choices among previous TBEC
graduates. Its major difference to GCSE or A Level is the
focus on management techniques which are of vital
importance for students’ future careers.

• Standard Level is aimed at students who may want to
choose a practical or vocational focus for their Group 3 that
gives them an insight into the world of work and industry
and prepares them for the years ahead. There is less focus
on management techniques and financial management
methods in the Standard Level course.

What will I need?

• Either GCSE Business Studies or Economics (or equivalent)
may be useful but are not essential. A reasonable grasp of
mathematics will also be beneficial.

• Students are expected to be able to perform independent
research and to undertake wider reading so an interest in
current business affairs is needed.

What will I study?

Business and Management is concerned with the ways in

which individuals and groups interact in a dynamic and fast-

changing business environment. We examine how business

decisions are made and the impact of those decisions on

internal and external environments. Concepts of international

cooperation and responsible citizenship are at the heart of the

course.

How will I be assessed?

• Higher Level: students sit two external exams worth 75% of
the grade and produce a 2000 word Research Plan and
Project worth 25%.

• Standard Level: students sit two external exams worth 75%
of the grade and produce a 1500 word Written Assignment
worth 25%.

9



Economics

What levels are on offer?

You can take Economics at Higher Level or at Standard Level.

How do I decide which to choose?

Economics focuses on how individuals and groups manage

resources in order to bring about the maximum benefit to

themselves, to society and to the environment.

• Higher Level Economics is aimed at students who have,
perhaps, enjoyed the economic aspects of previous
business-related courses or who have an interest in how
the world works and why some people grow rich and why
others don’t. It offers excellent preparation for further study
at University.

• Standard Level is aimed at students who, perhaps, wish to
study a new course that they haven’t studied before or who
have a curiosity about how the world economy operates.
Study of standard level economics also allows students to
study the subject further at University.

What will I need?

Either GCSE Business studies or Economics may be useful

but are not essential. A reasonable grasp of mathematics will

also be beneficial. Moreover, successful Economics students

take a genuine interest in their subject and look at the world

with a new perspective once they understand some of the key

concepts that underpin and explain the way the economy,

and society, work.

What will I study?

Economics is concerned with the behaviour of humans as

individuals, businesses, organisations and governments, and

the choices they make. Behind these choices lies the

economic problem – scarce resources and infinite wants. You

will study the theories that attempt to explain economic

behaviour and realise that there is usually more than one way

of interpreting events.

You will consider issues that might include:

• Why can’t I have everything that I want?

• Why are the decisions that I take so important to other
people?

• Why are some countries less developed than others?

• Why isn’t anyone looking after the environment?

• Why can’t we cancel Third World debt?

• Why do we have to pay taxes?

• Why do 24 hour grocery stores have locks on their doors?

• Why are cans of Pepsi round and cartons of milk square?

How will I be assessed?

• At Standard Level, students sit two external exams worth
80% of the grade.

• Higher Level students sit three external exams worth 80%
of the grade.

• Both Higher and Standard level students complete a
portfolio of economic commentaries worth 20% of the final
grade.
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Geography

What levels are on offer?

You can take Geography at Higher Level or at Standard Level.

How do I decide which to choose?

• Higher Level Geography is aimed at students who really
enjoy Geography and those who are possibly interested in
taking it at University.

• Standard Level is aimed at students who are likely to need
to use a high level of Geographical skills in future
employment.

You may wish to study for a degree in Geography or to use

the subject in a range of other degrees including Economics,

History and Politics. Studying Geography also provides you

with the analytical and evaluative skills much prized by

employers.

What will I need?

A grade 'C' or above in Geography (at higher tier) at GCSE

level is a desirable but not essential qualification.

What will I study?

The following topics will be covered over the two years at

both Higher Level and Standard Level:
• Geographical Skills

• Population, Resources and Development

• Food as a resource

• Settlements

At Higher Level you will also study:
• Hazards and their management

• Rivers and river basins

• Globalisation

How will I be assessed?

In each case there are two aspects to the assessment.

Higher Level

For the Internal Assessment you will write a report on a piece

of Fieldwork.

It should be hypothesis-based and related to one of the

themes in the syllabus and is worth 25% of the marks.

The External assessment consists of 2 written papers.

Standard Level

For the Internal assessment you will produce one piece of

coursework (approximately 1500 words) related to a theme in

the syllabus. It is worth 20% of the marks.

The External assessment consists of 2 written papers.
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History

What levels are on offer?

You can take History at standard or higher level.

How do I decide which to choose?

Higher level History is aimed at students who enjoy the

subject and are considering pursuing history into higher

education.

Standard level is aimed more at students who enjoy History

and would benefit from the skills that a further History

education would provide, for example, analytical and

investigative skills.

What will I need?

At least a grade B in GCSE for the higher course and no lower

than a C for standard.

What will I study?

All students – higher and standard level – will study the

following topics:

The Arab Israeli Conflict 1945-1979

Causes, Practices and Effects of War

Origins and development of authoritarian and single party

states in the C20

Higher level candidates will also carry out a study of Aspects

of the History of the Americas, covering the US, Canada and

Latin America, focusing on the US civil war, the Americas

during the Second World War and civil rights movements

across the continent.

How will I be assessed?

Assessment for standard level will be in the form of two

exams – a document paper (worth 30%) and an essay based

examination (worth 25%).

There will also be an internal assessment (coursework) – a

problem-solving activity which enables candidates to

demonstrate the application of their skills and knowledge to

an area which interest them. Students will chose a topic and

question and produce a 2,000 word written account using a

range of historical sources (worth 25%).

Assessment for higher level will be in the form of three exams

– a document paper (worth 20%) and two essay based

examinations (worth 25% and 35% respectively).

Higher level students also carry out an internal assessment,

just as the standard level candidates do, with a 20%

weighting.

Information Technology in a
Global Society

What levels are on offer?

You can take ITGS at Higher Level or at Standard Level.

How do I decide which to choose?

• Higher Level ITGS looks at ICT systems and technologies in
a social and ethical perspective but with a strong emphasis
on understanding the underlying principles behind all
modern technology

• Standard Level ITGS covers the same areas but there are
fewer exams

What will I need?

For ITGS you will need at least a C at ICT. Whatever level you

take, you will also need a data pen to bring work to and from

college.

What will I study?

The ITGS syllabus at HL and SL is divided into three sections:

social and ethical issues, IT systems in a social context, six

areas of impact.

Section 1: social and ethical issues

1.1 Reliability

1.2 Integrity

1.3 Security

1.4 Privacy and anonymity

1.5 Authenticity

1.6 The digital divide and equality of access

1.7 Surveillance

1.8 Globalization and cultural diversity

1.9 Policies

1.10 Standards

1.11 People and machines

1.12 Digital Citizenship

Section 2: IT systems in a social context

2.1 Basics: hardware and networks

2.1.1 Systems fundamentals

2.1.2 Networks

2.2 Education and Training

2.2.1 Software fundamentals

2.2.2 Databases and spreadsheets

2.2.3 Word processing and desktop publishing

2.2.4 Images, sound and presentations

2.2.5 Modelling and simulations

2.2.6 Tutorials, training and wizards (assistants)
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2.3 Communication systems

2.3.1 The Internet

2.3.2 Personal and public communications

2.4 Home and leisure

2.4.1 Robotics

2.4.2 Artificial intelligence and expert systems

Section 3: areas of impact

Students at HL are required to study all six areas of impact.

Students at SL are required to study part A and a minimum of

two other areas of impact chosen from part B.

Part A:

3.1 Business and employment

Part B:

3.2 Education

3.3 Health

3.4 Arts, entertainment and leisure

3.5 Science and the environment

3.6 Politics and government

3.9 Introduction to project management

3.10 IT systems in organisations

How will I be assessed?

In each case there are two aspects to the assessment.

Higher Level

External assessment 80%

Paper 1 - 1 hour 20% -

Three compulsory short-answer questions

Paper 2 - 2 hours 35% -

Essay style questions similar to the portfolio

Paper 3 - 1 hour 25% -

Three questions based on a case study.

Internal assessment 20%

An IT solution to a problem set in a social context. You will

have to produce:

• a product developed through the integration of IT skills

• a written report (2,000–2,500 words)

• a log book.

Standard Level

External assessment 70%

Paper 1 – 1 3/4 hour 40% -

Paper 2 – 1 1/4 hours 30% -

unseen article similar to the portfolio

Internal assessment 30%
An IT solution to a problem set in a social context. You will
have to produce:

• a product developed through the integration of IT skills

• a written report (2,000–2,500 words)

• a log book.

Philosophy

What levels are on offer?

You can take Philosophy at Higher Level or at Standard Level.

How do I decide which to choose?

• Higher Level Philosophy is aimed at students who really
enjoy Philosophy and those who possibly want to study it at
University.

• Standard level Philosophy is aimed at students who are
interested in Philosophy and want to try it out.

What will I need?

For Philosophy you will need at least a C grade in History,

English or RE GCSE as all these subjects are relevant to

Philosophy.

You will also need a copy of the book Meditations by Rene

Descartes as this is the prescribed text that we will study.

What will I study?

The Standard level course will include:
• What is a human being? -

• Philosophy of Religion – Concepts of a higher being,
Religious Experience and behaviour and Religion around
the World

• Meditations by Rene Descartes

The Higher level course will include:

• What is a human being?

• Philosophy of Religion – Concepts of a higher being,
Religious Experience and behaviour and Religion around
the World

• Theories and problems of Ethics – Principles for moral
action – normative ethics, The nature of moral judgment –
meta-ethics and Applied ethics

• Meditations by Rene Descartes

• Unseen text – exploring philosophical activity.

How will I be assessed?

In each case there are two aspects to the assessment:

• For the Internal Assessment you will write a philosophical
analysis of non-philosophical material. This should contain
1,600 – 2,000 words. This will be internally assessed by the
teacher and externally moderated by the IBO. The analysis
is worth 20% of the total marks for HL and 30% of the total
marks for SL.

• There is an end of course exam taken in May of the second
year consisting of two papers for Standard Level and 3
papers for Higher.
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Psychology

What levels are on offer?

You can take Psychology at Higher Level or at Standard Level.

How do I decide which to choose?

• Higher Level Psychology is aimed at students who are
possibly interested in taking it at University.

• Psychology should appeal to anyone who has an interest in
exploring the human mind and why we behave in the way
we do.

What will I need?

You do not need to have studied psychology before.

What will I study?

At Standard Level you will study three levels of analysis:
• Biological level of analysis

• Cognitive level of analysis

• Socio-cultural level of analysis.

You will also study one option from this list:
• Abnormal psychology

• Developmental psychology

• Health psychology

• Psychology of human relationships

• Sport psychology.

The Higher Level Course takes all the Standard Level topics

and also adds:
• Qualitative Research Methods

• A Second Option from the list.

How will I be assessed?

In each case there are two aspects to the assessment.

SL Internal Assessment is worth 25% of the marks.

HL Internal Assessment is worth 20% of the marks.

• You will conduct an Experimental Study and present your
findings in a report.

The External Assessment is an end of course exam taken in

May of the second year, consisting of two papers for

Standard and three for Higher Level.

Social and Cultural Anthropology

What levels are on offer?

You can take Social and Cultural Anthropology at Higher Level

or at Standard Level.

How do I decide which to choose?

• Higher Level Social and Cultural Anthropology is aimed at
students who are possibly interested in taking it at
University.

• The course also has close links with the social sciences and
philosophy.

What will I need?

You do not need to have studied social and cultural

anthropology before.

What will I study?

Standard Level

Part 1

Underlying Principles

You will study the underlying principles that focus on the

nature, strengths and problems of anthropology:
• Approaches to the Analysis of Society and Culture

• Key Concepts

• Methods

• Construction of Ethnographic Accounts

• Relevance of Social and Cultural Anthropology.

Part 2

Themes

You will consider the themes that deal with aspects of human

experience
• Social Organisation

• Systems of Belief and Knowledge

• Processes of Change and Transformation.

Part 3

Ethnographic Materials

Ethnographic Materials are the descriptions of the social life

and culture of specific groups. You will need to develop

detailed knowledge of three societies:
• Ethnographies

• Cultural Materials

• Your Own Social and Cultural Knowledge.

The Higher Level Course adds Part 4 to the Standard Level

course.
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Part 4

Fundamental Theoretical Issues
• Materialism and Idealism

• Agency-centred and Structure-centred Approaches

• Particularistic and Universalistic Explanations

• Synchronic Diachronic Perspectives

• Cohesion and Conflict

How will I be assessed?

In each case there are two aspects to the assessment.

Internal Assessment

At Standard Level, you will conduct a one-hour observation

with a short written report, followed by a critique of the initial

report. This is worth 20% of the total marks.

At Higher Level you will conduct Field Research using two

different data collection techniques and present your findings

in a report. This is worth 30% of the total marks.

The External Assessment is an end of course exam taken in

May of the second year consisting of two papers for Standard

Level and 3 papers for Higher.

Course Notes Group 3 or Group 4
or both

Environmental Systems and Societies

*You may choose Environmental Systems and Societies in

Group 3 or in Group 4 or in both. If you choose it in both, you

must also choose a second subject from one of the groups 2,

3, 4 or 6.

What levels are on offer?

Environmental Systems and Societies is a Standard Level course.

Environmental systems and societies is a trans-disciplinary

(groups 3 and 4), standard level course. The prime intent of this

course is to provide students with a coherent perspective on

the interrelationships between ecosystems and societies; one

that enables them to adopt an informed personal response to

the wide range of pressing environmental issues that they will

inevitably come to face. Students’ attention can be constantly

drawn to their own relationship with their environment and the

significance of choices and decisions they make in their own

lives. It is intended that students develop a sound

understanding of the interrelationships between ecosystems

and societies, rather than a purely journalistic appreciation of

environmental issues. The teaching approach therefore needs

to be conducive to students evaluating the scientific, ethical

and socio-political aspects of issues.

What will I need?

For Environmental Systems and Societies you will ideally have

a GCSE Science at C or BTEC Diploma/Certificate in Applied

Science at Merit in at least one of the units. At least Grade C

in Geography would also be considered a good foundation for

studying this subject. However, we encourage students with

a good general standard at GCSE or BTEC to apply.

What will I study?

The Standard Level Course includes topics on:
• Systems and Models

• The Ecosystem

• Human Population, Carrying Capacity and Resource Use

• Conservation and Biodiversity

• Pollution Management

• The Issue of Global Warming

• Environmental Value Systems.

Students are expected to do fieldwork. This is facilitated by a

fieldtrip for which there will be a charge.

How will I be assessed?

The internal assessment consists of fieldwork/practical work and

is worth 20% of the final assessment. The external assessment

consists of two written exams at the end of the course.
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Course Notes Group 4

“The group 4 project was a really interesting experience; there

were social aspects, and having to narrow the scope of

research yourself proved to be a good challenge. However the

main appeal was how it exemplified the link between

sciences; we often say how all the sciences are useful,

however you don't appreciate it until the four practices work

together and produce something concrete.”

(Kieran Bjergstrom)

Biology

What levels are on offer?

You can take Biology at Higher Level or at Standard Level.

How do I decide which to choose?

• Higher Level Biology is aimed at students who really enjoy
Biology and those who are possibly interested in taking or
needing (e.g. medicine) at University.

• Standard Level is aimed at students who are likely to need
to use Biology in their career but at a lower level.

What will I need?

For Higher Level Biology you will ideally have at least a B at

GCSE or BTEC Diploma/Certificate In Applied Science at a

Merit and for Standard Level we would prefer you to have at

least a C or BTEC Merit in the specific Science you wish to

study. However, we encourage students with a good general

standard at GCSE or BTEC to apply.

What will I study?

The Standard Level Course includes topics on:
• Statistical Analysis

• Cells

• The chemistry of life

• Genetics

• Ecology and Evolution

• Human health and physiology

In addition two optional subjects are studied.

The Higher Level Course takes all the Standard Level topics

further.

Both Standard and Higher students are expected to do

fieldwork. This is facilitated by a fieldtrip for which there will be

a charge.

How will I be assessed?

Internal Assessment

• This is the practical component of your course, and is
marked by your teachers.

• Internal assessment counts towards 24% of your final marks!

External Assessment

You will sit three papers, all of which will be marked by an

examiner.
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Chemistry

What levels are on offer?

You can take Chemistry at Higher Level or at Standard Level.

How do I decide which to choose?

• Higher Level Chemistry is aimed at students who really
enjoy Chemistry and those who are possibly interested in
taking or needing (e.g. medicine) at University.

• Standard Level is aimed at students who are likely to need
to use Chemistry in their career but at a lower level.

What will I need?

For Higher Level Chemistry you will ideally have at least a B at

GCSE or BTEC Diploma/Certificate In Applied Science at a

Merit and for Standard Level we would prefer you to have at

least a C or BTEC Merit in the specific Science you wish to

study. However, we encourage students with a good general

standard at GCSE or BTEC to apply.

What will I study?

The Standard Level Course includes topics on:
• Quantitative chemistry

• Atomic structure

• Periodicity

• Bonding

• Energetics

• Kinetics

• Equilibrium

• Acids and bases

• Oxidation and reduction

• Organic chemistry

• Measurement and data processing.

In addition two optional subjects are studied.

• The Higher Level Course takes all the Standard Level

topics further

How will I be assessed?

Internal Assessment

This is the practical component of your course, and is marked

by your teachers.

Internal assessment counts towards 24% of your final marks!

External Assessment

You will sit three papers, all of which will be marked by an

examiner.

Design Technology

What levels are on offer?

You can choose to take Design Technology at either Standard

level, or at Higher level.

How do I decide which to choose?

Because there is the core content, both levels give a good

grounding in design principles, the roles of a designer,

materials and processes, etc. We live in a “designed” world; in

and around environments and products that exist because

they have been designed and made. Having an understanding

of how and why this world has been designed can benefit

everyone.

What will I need?

You will need a C at GCSE in any two core subjects (English,

Maths or Science). You do not need a GCSE in a Design and

Technology course for Standard Level, but it would be an

advantage. For Higher Level , a grade B at least is needed

from a GCSE D&T course.

What will I study?

At Standard level the course will cover the 7 core topics:

Design Process

Product Innovation

Green Design

Materials

Product Development

Product Design

Evaluation.

The Higher Level students study the additional topics of:

Energy

Structures

Mechanical Design

Advanced Manufacturing Techniques

Sustainable Development.

Students must also study another unit. This may vary from

year to year and they may be able to “opt” for a unit. At

present we are currently offering:

CAD/CAM

Human Factors Design.

Students will receive the required amount of time (55 hours SL

and 81 hours HL) on practical based activities to include the

design project (31 hours HL, 19 SL).
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How will I be assessed?

Internal Assessment is 36% of the course, based on practical

work.

It consists of practical investigations, the group 4 project and

the design project to be assessed against the eight

assessment criteria for both HL and SL.

You will be assessed at least twice on each criterion; the two

marks are added together.

External Assessment consists of three written papers taken at

the end of the course.

Physics

What levels are on offer?

You can take Physics at Higher Level or at Standard Level.

How do I decide which to choose?

• Higher Level Physics is aimed at students who really enjoy
Physics and those who are possibly interested in taking or
needing it (e.g. medicine or engineering) at University.

• Standard Level is aimed at students who are likely to need
to use Physics in their career but at a lower level.

What will I need?

For Higher Level Physics you will ideally have at least a B at

GCSE or BTEC Diploma/Certificate In Applied Science at a

Merit and for Standard Level we would prefer you to have at

least a C or BTEC Merit in the specific Science you wish to

study. However, we encourage students with a good general

standard at GCSE or BTEC to apply.

Whatever level you take, you will need a scientific calculator

which is used extensively throughout the course. The

recommended model may be purchased through the College

at a reduced rate.

What will I study?

The Standard Level Course includes topics on:
• Physics and physical measurement

• Mechanics

• Thermal physics

• Oscillations and waves

• Electric currents

• Fields and forces

• Atomic and nuclear physics

• Energy, power and climate change

In addition two optional subjects are studied.

The Higher Level Course includes topics on:
• Motion in fields
• Thermal physics
• Wave phenomena
• Electromagnetic induction
• Quantum physics and nuclear physics
• Digital technology
In addition two optional subjects are studied.

How will I be assessed?

Internal Assessment

This is the practical component of your course, and is marked

by your teachers.

Internal assessment counts towards 24% of your final marks!
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External Assessment

This is completed by examination in May of the second year.

You will sit three papers, all of which will be marked by an

examiner.

Course Notes Group 5

Maths

What levels are on offer?

You can take Maths at Higher Level or at Standard Level,

or you can take Maths Studies at Standard Level (see later).

How do I decide which to choose?

• Higher Level Maths is aimed at students who really enjoy
Maths and those who are possibly interested in taking it at
University.

• Standard Level is aimed at students who are likely to need
to use a high level of maths in, say Physics, Engineering or
Economics.

• Maths Studies is for everybody!

What will I need?

For Standard Level Maths you will need at least a B at GCSE

and for Maths Studies we would prefer you to have at least a

C. For Higher Level Maths we would prefer an A or A*.

Whatever level you take, you will also need a graphical

calculator which is used extensively throughout the course.

The recommended model may be purchased through the

College at a reduced rate.

What will I study?

19

The Standard Level Maths Course includes topics on

• Algebra eg sequences and series, logs and exponentials

• Functions and Equations eg quadratic functions, transformations of graphs

• Trigonometry eg radians, sin, cos, tan, sine rule and cosine rule

• Matrices eg definition, algebra and uses of matrices

• Vectors eg use in a plane and in three dimensions, scalar product

• Statistics and Probability eg data handling, discrete and continuous variables, Normal and Binomial

Distributions

• Calculus eg differentiation as a gradient or a rate of change, use of integration to find

areas and volumes

The Higher Level Maths Course takes all the Standard Level topics further with an additional Option

• Algebra eg proof by induction, complex numbers

• Functions and Equations eg absolute value functions, inequalities

• Trigonometry eg compound angle identities

• Matrices eg inverse of a matrix

• Vectors eg vector product, equation of a plane

• Statistics and Probability eg probability density functions, expectation and variance, Poisson Distribution

• Calculus eg application of chain rule to related rates of change, solution of differential

equations

Option Discrete Maths or Series and Differential equations or Statistics and Probability

or Sets, Relations and Groups



How will I be assessed?

In each case there are two aspects to the assessment:
• For the Internal Assessment you will produce a Portfolio

consisting of two pieces of work: a mathematical
investigation and mathematical modelling exercise. These
are set by the teacher and give you the opportunity to
demonstrate an understanding of the practical applications
of mathematics. The Portfolio is worth 20% of the total marks.

• There is an end of course exam taken in May of the
second year.

Paper 1 is a non calculator paper, Paper 2 will have extensive
use of the graphical calculator and Paper 3 (Higher Level only)
will be based mainly on the Option Topic.

Maths Studies

What levels are on offer?

Maths Studies is the course to choose if you do not want to

do Maths at Higher Level or Standard Level. It is a standard

level course for everyone.

How do I decide which to choose?

• Maths Studies is for everybody to improve their
mathematical capabilities but who may not wish to proceed
with the subject in the future.

What will I need?

For Maths Studies we would prefer you to have at least a

Grade C at GCSE.

You will need a graphical calculator which is used extensively

throughout the course. The recommended model may be

purchased through the College at a reduced rate.

What will I study?

• The Maths Studies Course has 8 core subjects:

Number and Algebra 14 hours

Geometry and Trigonometry 20 hours

Statistics 24 hours

Sets, Logic and Probability 20 hours

Functions 24 hours

Graphical Display calculator 3 hours

Introduction to differential calculus 15 hours

Financial Maths 10 Hours

How will I be assessed?

There are two aspects to the assessment.

• For the Project you will produce an extended piece of work
in the form of an investigation containing mathematical
processes (no longer than 4000 words in length). The
Project is worth 20% of the total marks and should take
about 20 hours of work.

• There is an end of course exam taken in May of the second
year consisting of two papers. Graphical calculators may be
used on both papers.
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Course Notes Group 6

Instead of a group 6 subject, you may choose a second

subject from one of the groups 2, 3 or 4.

Music

What levels are on offer?

You can take Music at Higher Level or at Standard Level.

How do I decide which to choose?

• Higher Level is aimed at students wishing to further their
music studies at Music Conservatoires or University Music
departments.

• Standard Level is aimed at students who enjoy practical
music making and want to broaden their experience in
performance and appreciation of music.

What will I need?

• For Higher Music we would expect you to have at least a B
in GCSE music or grade 5 in Associated Board theory and
grade 5 on your main instrument.

• For Standard Level we would expect you to have at least a
C in GCSE music.

What will I study?

The Higher Level Course includes:

Musical Perception and Analysis – This includes:
• Study of a prescribed work

• Study of Musical Genres and Styles

• Musical Investigation

• Solo performance:

• voice or instrument, one or more recitals

• Creativity:

• Three contrasting compositions and arrangements.

The Standard Level Course includes:
• Musical Perception and Analysis - This includes:

• Study of a prescribed work

• Study of Musical Genres and Styles

• Musical Investigation

• Either - Solo performance with one or more recitals

Or - Group Performance with two or more public
performances

Or - Creativity: Two contrasting compositions and
arrangements.

How will I be assessed?

In each case there are two aspects to the assessment.

• Internal Assessment – For both levels, the performance and
composition elements will be assessed internally and
externally moderated by the IBO – 50% of total marks.

• External Assessment – For both levels, the same paper.

This end of course exam is taken in May of the second year

The Listening paper lasts 2hrs 30 and is worth 30%

The Musical Investigation is a media script of between 1200

and 1500 words and is 20% of the marks.

Also Available:

• Tuition in college on any musical instrument or voice

• Grade Exams in ABRSM, Trinity Guildhall and London
College

• Theory tuition for grade exams

• Young People’s Arts Award (accredited and awarded by
Trinity Guildhall & Arts Council England. It is an excellent
course if you like performing - some aspects are similar to
the Key Stage 4 Performing Arts course. It involves
developing your arts skills and also leading arts activities.
You will work with another artist, go to high-quality arts
events and research, plan, run and review your own arts
project with a public outcome. For more information visit
www.artsaward.org.uk.

Reminder: grade 6+ in theory and practical exams converts

into UCAS points when applying to Universities.
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Visual Arts

What levels are on offer?

You can take Visual Arts at Higher Level A or at Standard

Level A (60% Studio work and 40% Research workbook), or

you can take Visual Arts at Higher Level B or Standard Level

B (60% Research workbook and 40% Studio work).

How do I decide which to choose?

• Higher Level Visual Arts A and B is aimed at students who
really enjoy Art and those interested in taking it further

• Standard Level A is aimed at students who may need it to
use at further levels, or as part of further studies

• Standard Level B is for everyone.

What will I need?

At least an A or B grade at GCSE for the Higher Level.

At least a B or a C grade at GCSE for the Standard levels.

You will be expected to provide basic art equipment and Art

Journals. A digital camera would be an asset.

What will I study?

You will be given some experiences in Fine Art, Graphic

Design, Photography, Printing, Textiles and 3-D studies. You

will work to set themes and be expected to explore them,

using a variety of materials, look at the work of other artists,

crafts persons and designers and develop your ideas towards

personal final outcomes.

For the Higher Level course you will be expected to explore

the themes in greater depth in the specified areas, as there is

more allocated studio and journal time.

For the Standard Levels, there is less studio time, but the

same areas will be covered but in a wider context.

How will I be assessed?

Higher Level A and Standard Level A

Your Research Workbooks (60%) will be marked internally by

your teacher at the end of the course.

Your studio work (40%) will be exhibited and marked by a

visiting examiner and he will talk to you (Interview) about your

work for approximately 20 to 30 minutes.

Standard Level B

Your Research Workbooks (60%) will be marked at the end of

the course by a visiting examiner.

Your Studio work (40%) will be marked internally by your

teacher at the end of the course

You will have an interview, of approximately 20 to 30

minutes, with the visiting examiner at the end of the course

about your work.

All candidates must complete a visual arts record booklet.

The booklet serves as a record of part of the candidate’s

studio work and research and is used in the moderation

process of the visual arts assessment.
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